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COMTA STANDARD XV.  Title IV Compliance 

Institutions participating in United States Title IV Federal Student Aid (FSA) programs 
comply with all applicable laws and regulations.  

A.  Administration 
Institutions demonstrate the administrative capability to participate in these financial aid 
programs through satisfactory results of financial or compliance audits, program 
reviews, and other information provided. 

B.  Loan repayment 
Institutions participating in federal loan programs have in place appropriate measures 
designed to encourage students to repay their loans, and the institutions maintain an 
official student loan default rate that is below the federal threshold. 

C.  Required Disclosures  

1.  Institutions clearly publish all disclosures required by federal regulation.  

2.  The catalog of the institution accurately describes the financial aid programs in which 
it participates and includes the requirements students must meet to maintain 
eligibility for continued participation in these programs. 

3.   The institution’s cancellation and refund policy clearly stipulates procedures for the 
return of Title IV funds in compliance with federal regulations. 

D.  Clock Hour to Credit Conversion 

Institutions participating in Title IV must comply with Title IV regulations regarding the 
calculation of aid.  Institutions may use the COMTA clock hour-to-credit conversion for 
academic purposes.  (See COMTA Standard Academic Measurement Policy if 
applicable.) 

E.   Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 

Those institutions wishing to establish or maintain eligibility to administer United States 
Title IV financial aid programs are required to use more specific criteria for their SAP 
policy. These institutions use the COMTA SAP Guidelines and Title IV regulations to 
develop their SAP requirements. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 

• Who is responsible for Title IV at your school? 

• How does this person remain current with changing Title IV 

compliance regulations?   



 

 
Statement of Purpose 

Participating in Title IV is a responsibility beyond 
accreditation.  Many accreditation standards are intended to 
help a school be proactive in maintaining compliance with Title 
IV requirements.  

 

 

Revisions to Standard in January 2015 version 

For those of you already familiar with COMTA standards for 
Title IV, you will notice that the revised standards which went 
into effect January 2015 are much less detailed than previous 
versions. 

The Commission removed the USDE’s specific Title IV 
requirements in favor of more general wording to better verify 
COMTA’s role as “gatekeeper” without regulating the program 
directly. This change also makes it easier on institutions to 
work directly with their Title IV Regional Offices to maintain 
compliance.   

 

Title IV Administration (Standard XV.A) 

The first requirement is that institutions who are participating in 
Title IV must be able to demonstrate the administrative 
capability to do so.   

This can be done using in-house financial aid staff or 
contracting with a 3rd party servicing company.  If a 3rd party is 
used, the institution should still have an internal staff person 
designated as the financial aid specialist in order to meet 
student needs and maintain compliance with the Department. 

This is now being verified through the completion of 
satisfactory audits and program reviews with the Department.   

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: 
 

Title IV regulations 
are very complex 
and can apply to 
schools in varying 
ways, so the school 
is responsible for 
understanding how 
to stay in 
compliance for its 
specific 
circumstances. 



 

Loan Repayment (Standard XV.B) 

Those institutions participating in federal loan programs are required, per the 
Department, to take active measures which encourage students to 
repay their loans upon graduation.  This includes things such as 
disclosure consultation at the onset and exit interviews upon 
graduation. (Details are provided to the school by the Department.) 

Further, institutions are accountable for maintaining cohort default 
rates below the federal threshold.  Please contact the Department 
for the current threshold amount.  (NOTE: The Department will 
notify the school of its cohort default rates.) 

 

Required Disclosures (Standard XV.C) 

When institutions receive their Program Participation Agreement (PPA), the Department 
will also require a certain number of disclosures by published for students either in the 
catalog or online.   (For example, Gainful Employment reporting and campus security 
data reporting.)  This list can change, so make sure you know of the current required 
disclosures and you keep them updated each year. 

COMTA will also verify that the school catalog includes the accurate description of the 
financial aid programs in which the school participates and that the cancellation/refund 
policy includes the return of Title IV funds. 

 

Clock Hour to Credit Conversion (Standard XV.D) 

Institutions participating in federal financial aid must ensure that they are calculating the 
amount of aid in compliance with current Department rules.   

In the past, the Department had allowed award amounts to be calculated using either 
academic credits or clock hours.  In 2010, the Department stipulated that if professional 
licensing requires clock hours, the award amount must also be calculated in clock 
hours.  The Commission was informed that this included massage/bodywork and 
esthetics. 

However, this does not mean that programs 
cannot include credits—only that they may 
not be used for financial aid calculation. NOTE: It is up to the institution to 

confirm with its Regional Office on the 
current interpretation of this regulation 

and demonstrate compliance 
accordingly. 



 

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) Policy 
(Standard XV.E) 

Finally, this standard includes the institutions whose 
students accept federal monies have a more specific 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) Policy aligned 
with the Department’s requirements. 

Because of the complexity of the requirements, the 
Commission removed several specific items to be 
required for accreditation in general and now defers to 
the Title IV representatives to guide institutions on the 
details required for their particular circumstances.  

The COMTA SAP Guidelines document provides 
more details on this.  However, as always, make sure 
that you have the most current requirements from your 
U.S. Department of Education representative. 

 

 

For more information, as well as tools and recent 
publications, please use the following USDE Title IV 
link for schools: 

 

 

 

NOTE: 
 

The Commission is 
obligated to check 
that certain aspects 
of Title IV 
administration are 
in compliance and 
to inform the US 
Department of 
Education if there 
is any concern of 
Title IV non-
compliance… 

However, it is 
ultimately the 
school's 
responsibility to 
maintain 
compliance with all 
Department 
regulations.  

 

http://ifap.ed.gov 

http://ifap.ed.gov/

